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“I have met with nothing but 
difficulties and disappointments”

- Oliver Byrne in an Royal Literary Fund application 
(27 November 1873)

Wednesday, September 27, 17



Life Work
Euclid’s 

Elements

Wednesday, September 27, 17



Euclid’s
Elements

Chiswick Press - 1847

Publisher:  
William Pickering

Printer:  
Charles Whittingham

The Child Angel; A Dream by Charles Lamb, 1910

Wednesday, September 27, 17



Euclid’s
Elements

Wednesday, September 27, 17



Euclid’s
Elements

©ttclto-

BOOK I. •

PROPOSITION I. PROBLEM.

N a given finite

Jlraight line ( )

to defcribe an equila-

teral triangle.

Defcribe I —J and

© (poftulate 3.); draw and —— (port. 1.).

then will \ be equilateral.

For -^— = (def. 15.);

and therefore * \ is the equilateral triangle required.

Q^E. D.
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BOOK I. PROP. II. PROB.

ROM a given point ( ),

to draw ajiraight line equal
to a given finite Jlraight
line ( ).

- (port, i.), defcribe

A(pr. i.), produce —— (port.

©2.), defcribe (poft. 3.), and

(poft. 3.) ; produce ——— (poft. 2.), then

is the line required.

For

and

(def. 15.),

(conft.), ,\

(ax. 3.), but (def. 15.)

drawn from the given point ( )>

is equal the given line

Q. E. D.
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Pythagorean Theorem Proof

48 BOOK I. PROP. XLVIL THEOR.

N a right angled triangle

thefquare on the

hypotenufe ——— is equal to

thefum of the fquares of the fides, («

and ).

On and

defcribe fquares, (pr. 46.)

Draw -»i

alfo draw

—— (pr. 31.)

- and —^—

.

To each add

= —-- and

Again, becauje
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